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In Hollywood: an 
Amtrak billboard 
advertises the 
los Angeles to 
las Vegas "Fun 
Train." Photo 
by Paul Rayton. 





BACK ISSUES of RIN are available at 25¢ each. We must ask you to order back 
issues separately; we cannot back—date subscriptions due to the clerical expense. 
All 29 back issues are available with these exceptions: 7 thru 10, 13 thru 15, 21. 
If out of an issue, we will credit your subscription with an extra issue (if you 
are a current subscriber) unless you indicate otherwise. Order from Message Media, 
30x 9007, Berkeley, Calif. 94709. Back issues are sent by third class mail, 


ANNOUNCEMENT TO SUBSCRIBERS: Reluctantly, we must raise the subscription rate of RIN. 
Sffective March 15 the yearly rate will be $6.00. This increase will enable us to 
-ontinue sending the newsletter by first class mail and to continue and improve the 
‘eatures readers have told us they want. Our reader survey of last December indi- 
‘ated overwhelmingly that respondents preferred this course of action. By lifting 
ur rate-—as the Wall Street Journal would put it—we will be able to break even and 
sontinue to bring you RTN as you like it. 





ON THE COVER: Amtrak's SUPER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN at Chicago Union Station in 
October, 1971. The usually-on-time train on this occasion is b pulled 
out for cleaning and refueling after an hour-late arrival. 


EDITORIAL 
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get the time of day..." to Bill Cosby's magician skit on The Electri Company. 





A y 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe: magic words for many, from "The fo all | 


A designation of a company that brought real magic and artistry to senger 


railroading. Symbol of an enlightened relationship between seller an custom- 


er. A railroad that operated outstanding passenger trains while others were 
taking a public-be-damed attitude and generating ill will for businessmen 
everywhere. l 

This special issue of RIN indirectly pays tribute to the Santa Fe as we, 
devote the bulk of it to that railroad's premier train, the SUPER C jj 

The SUPER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN is still operating on Santa Fe under A E- 
auspices as trains 3 & 4. Riding the train today you can still experience 
the joys that Paul Rayton attempts to capture in his description of a 
cal ride between Chicago and Los Angeles. But only a few days before 
ing this, we did not know if we could make that statement. If you've 
reading RIN closely recently, you've been aware of forebodings about pro 
jected changes in the luxury service of the SUPER CHIEF. The reports h 
been coming in, on again, off again, about dropping the EL CAP diner, ¢ 
ing the superb SUPER CHIEF menu, etc. As of now, it appears that Amtrak 
plans to keep the train intact at least thru the summer. But we, and tt 
employees of the train, have been faced with demoralizing uncertainties 
as to Amtrak's plans. And the vacillations of the reports we've received 
seemed to reflect Amtrak's own hesitations about its policy toward SUPER 
CHIEF service and perhaps toward luxury cruise train service in general, 

We believe that the SUPER CHIEF's luxury service should be preserved 
intact. We can't think of another train that weld like to see xept free 
of Amtrak's special innovations. We'fre looking forward to the exciting 
things that Amtrak says it is planning all over the country. But the SUPER 
CHIEF is the one train that can't be improved upon, except perhaps in minor 
Ways. It has a special magic that makes it one of the wonders of the modern 
technological world. 

One of the most extraordinary things about the SUPER CHIEF is the skill 
and the devotion of its crews. The kind of smooth, skillful cooperation they 
exhibit—which makes the train what it is--is something that cannot be gained 
by a quickie course in how to smile to the public. Much time and effort have 
built it up, but now there has been much worry that it would disintegrate 
under Amtrak. 

Roger lewis, Amtrak's President, in his famous letter to the Wall Street 
Journal (see RIN, Feb. 7) singled out the train as an example of the fine 
service Amtrak is providing ("We will match ... the comfort of the Super 
Chief and other trains against the field.") It is fitting, then, that the 
corporation has apparently seen fit to preserve that service intact, at 
least for the time being. 

Space doesn't permit us to add many comments of our ovm about the fine 
qualities of the SUPIR CHIEF. We hope that you, the reader, will agree that 
this topic is timely and important, and will forgive our devoting so much 
space to a single topic. 
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RGR LEWIS TELLS IT LIKE IT IS 


That Biarsini interview in U.S. News & World Report (ses RTN Jan. 3) 
provoked reader complaints (said one, "It was Like interviewing Chairman 
Bao on the future of capitalism"), and the editor promised another article 
with a different viewpoint. 

The new interview came in the Feb. 28 issue, and to the pleasant sur- 
prise of some readers proved to be a 5=paee talk with Roger Lewis, Amtrak's 
President. The article, titled "Is there really a future for passenger- 
trains?", was apparently the longest and most detailed public statement 
that Lewis has yet mde about how Amtrak is doing and the corporation's gen- 
eral philosophy and future plans. 

Because of the wealth of information presented, the reader must be re= 
fered back to the original article (write 2300 N Street, Washington DC 20037 
for back issuc info). Several general observations we made: Yr. lewis fave 
the impression of one speaking with a thorough and confident comuand of his 
forces. He seemed thoroughly and genuinely convinced of the positive future 
of passenger trains. He seemed to exhibit good flexibility and openness to 
innovation in his thinking about trains. 

¥e, as Westerners, were particularly interested in his answer to a ques- 
tion about whether "corridor" service between los Angeles and San Francisco 
would be tried. Said Lewis: "Maybe not so much Los Angeles all the way to 
San Francisco—although the old Lark and the Daylight were very good trains—— 
but maybe more service to Intermediate points on the Coast and San Joaquin 
Valley would be profitable. Los Angeles to hierced, los Angeles to San Luis 
Obispo, San Francisco to Fresno and so forth might prove profitable. 

Mr. lewis sees a good future for long-distance trains: "In my lifetime, 
the population of this country has doubled, There is more affluence and a 
lot more leisure time. While in the last 10 years business travel has in- 
creased 50 per cent, nonbusiness travel has increased more than 70 per cent. 
I think we can attract people with leisure time to travel by train." This 
viewpoint contrasted with Biagginits earlier published one that the business- 
man is the "bread and butter" of travel and he doesn't have time to go by 
train. Lewis emphasized the idea of coordinated, flexible travel packages, 
combining different modes of transport, as train, rented car, bus, plane, etc. 

Amtrak is not trying to replace the auto, bus, or airplane, Lewis ex- 
plained. Amtrak doesn't need many more passengers to make a go of it; within 
five years Amtrak can be breaking even in terms of finances. 

Amtrak is thinking about carrying autos on trains, and is considering 
these possible routes: Chicago to Florida, Chicago to Denver, and Chicago to 
Los Angeles. 

Mr. Lewis played down the idea of offering cruiseliner gimmicks, such 
2s fashion shows, and said he believes that just better basic service-~good 
equipment and on-time performance, for example--is the best approach to 
luring people back to the trains. 


CONGRESS ON AMTRAK 


The $170 million Amtrak funding bills ($2760, HR11,17) are making pro- 
gress. A crucial step came late in February when Harley Stagger's House 
Commerce Committee approved the measure with the provisons we reported in 
the last issue. Next to come is Senate Commerce Committee approval, then 
the vote on the floor. ‘The measure should reach the President's desk 
within six weeks. 

There has been sore sentiment among responsible and pro-passenger 
train members of Congress to amend the law to allow Amtrak to discontinue 
any train not producing revenves of at least 50% of expenses, NARP has 
reported. Based on perforrance so far, this would put the St. Louis-New 
York, Chicago-Florida, and Chicago-Cincinnati-Newport News runs all in very 
bad trouble. 
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ON THE COVER: Amtrak's SUPER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN at Chicago Union Station in 
October, 1971. The usually-on-time train on this occasion is being pulled 
out for cleaning and refueling after an hour-late arrival. 


EDITORIAL 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe: magic words for many, from "The folks all 


get the time of day..." to Bill Cosby's magician skit on The Electri Company. ` 


A designation of a company that brought real magic and artistry to pabsenger 


railroading. Symbol of an enlightened relationship between seller ani custom 


er. A railroad that operated outstanding passenger trains while others were 
taking a public-be-damed attitude and generating ill will for businessmen 
everywhere. 

This special issue of RIN indirectly pays tribute to the Santa Fe as we. 
devote the bulk of it to that railroad's premier train, the SUPER CHIEF. 

The SUPER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN is still operating on Santa Fe under Amtmak!s 
auspices as trains 3 & 4. Riding the train today you can still experience 
the joys that Paul Rayton attempts to capture in his description of a typi- 
cal ride between Chicago and Los Angeles. But only a few days before 
ing this, we did not know if we could make that statement. If you've 
reading RT! closely recently, you've been aware of forebodings about p 
Jected changes in the luxury service of the SUPER CHIEF. The reports ha 
been coming in, on again, off again, about dropping the EL CAP diner, 
ing the superb SUPER CHIEF menu, etc. As of now, it appears that Amtrak 
plans to keep the train intact at least thru the summer. But we, and t 
employees of the train, have been faced with demoralizing uncertainties 
as to Amtrak's plans. And the vacillations of the reports wetve received 
seemed to reflect Amtrak's own hesitations about its policy toward SUPER © 
CHIEF service and perhaps toward luxury cruise train service in general, 

We believe that the SUPER CHIEF's luxury service should be preserved 
intact. We can't think of another train that weld like to see xept free 
of Amtrak's special innovations. We're looking forward to the exciting 
things that Amtrak says it is planning all over the country. But the SUPER 
CHIEF is the one train that can't be improved upon, except perhaps in minor 
Ways. It has a special magic that makes it one of the wonders of the modern 
technological world. 

One of the most extraordinary things about the SUPER CHIEF is the skill 
and the devotion of its crews. The kind of smooth, skillful cooperation they 
exhibit—which makes the train what it is--is something that cannot be gained 
by a quickie course in how to smile to the public. Much time and effort have 
built it up, but now there has been much worry that it would disintegrate 
under Amtrak. . 

Roger lewis, Amtrak's President, in his famous letter to the Wall Street 
Journal (see RIN, Feb. 7) singled out the train as an example of the fine 
service Amtrak is providing ("We will match ... the comfort of the Super 
Chief and other trains against the field.") It is fitting, then, that the 
corporation has apparently seen fit to preserve that service intact, at 
least for the time being. 

Space doesn't permit us to add many comments of our ovm about the fine 
qualities of the SUPER CHIEF. We hope that you, the reader, will agree that 
this topic is timely and important, and will forgive our devoting so mch 
space to a single topic. 
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ROCER LEVIS TELLS If LIKE IT IS 


That Biarsini interview in U.S. News & World Report (ses RIN Jan. 3) 
provoked reader complaints (said one, "It was Like interviewing Chairman 
Bao on the future of capitalism"), and the editor promised another article 
with a different viewpoint. 

The new interview came in the Feb. 28 issue, and to the pleasant sur- 
prise of some readers proved to be a 5=pare talk with Roger Lewis, Amtrak's 
President. The article, titled "Is there really a future for passenger . 
trains?", was apparently the longest and most detailed public statement 
that Lewis has yet made about how Amtrak is doing and the corporation's gen- 
eral philosophy and future plans. 

Because of the wealth of information presented, the reader must be re= 
fered back to the original article (write 2300 N Street, Washington DC 20037 
for back issue info). Several general observations we made: Lr. lewis fave 
the impression of one speaking with a thorough and confident comuand of his 
forces. He seemed thoroughly and genuinely convinced of the positive future 
of passenger trains. He seemed to exhibit good flexibility and openness to 
innovation in his thinking about trains. 

¥e, as Westerners, were particularly interested in his answer to a ques- 
tion about whether "corridor" service between Los Angeles and San Francisco 
would be tried. Said Lewis: "Maybe not so much Los Angeles all. the way to 
San Francisco—although the old Lark and the Daylight were very good trains— 
but maybe more service to Intermediate points on the Coast and San Joaquin 
Valley vould be profitable. Los Angeles to bierced, los Angeles to San Luis 
Obispo, San Francisco to Fresno and so forth might prove profitable. 

Mr. lewis sees a good future for long-distance trains: "In my lifetime. 
the population of this country has doubled. There is more affluence anda 
lot more leisure time. While in the last 10 years business travel has in- 
creased 50 per cent, nonbusiness travel has increased more than 70 per cent. 
I think we can attract people with leisure time to travel by train." This 
viewpoint contrasted with Biagginits earlier published one that the business- 
tan is the "bread and butter" of travel and he doesn't have time to go by 
train. lewis emphasized the idea of coordinated, flexible travel packages, 
combining different modes of transport, as train, rented car, bus, plane, etc. 

Amtrak is not trying to replace the auto, bus, or airplane, Lewis ex- 
plained. Amtrak doesn't need many more passengers to make a go of it; within 
five years Amtrak can be breaking even in terms of finances. 

Amtrak is thinking about carrying autos on trains, and is considering 
these possible routes: Chicago to Florida, Chicago to Denver, and Chicago to 
Los Angeles, 

Mr. Lewis played down the idea of offering cruiseliner gimmicks, such 
2s fashion shows, and said he believes that just better basic service-~good 
equipment and on-time performance, for example--is the best approach to 
luring people back to the trains. 


CONGRESS ON AMTRAK 


The $170 million Amtrak funding bills ($2760, HR11,17) are making pro- 
gress. A crucial step came late in February when Harley Stagger's House 
Commerce Committee approved the measure with the provisons we reported in 
the last issue. Next to come is Senate Commerce Committee approval, then 
the vote on the floor. The measure should reach the President's desk 
within six weeks. 

There has been sore sentiment among responsible and pro-passenger 
train members of Consress to amend the law to allow Amtrak to discontinue 
any train not producing revenues of at least 50% of expenses, NARP has 
reported, Based on perforrance so far, this would put the St. Louis-New 
York, Chicago-Florida, and Chicsgo-Cincinnati-Newport News runs all in very 
bad trouble. 
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SPrOolaL REPUT ON INDIANA TRAINS 
fhe Uational Association of ‘inilroad bassenrers issued Feb, 23 a letter 

to menvers in Indians apprising tie: of che bleak outlook for rail scrvice 
in thet state after mid~1973, when srntrak can drop unprofitable runs. "The 
only Antreh train running thro Indiana whose revenues Daye covered Jeng than 
507 of expenses durin; any one month of operation is the BROSDAY LL. TTD" 
reported KARP. Incaiena members were urpec to interest Local opinion leaders 
in stirrin; up priv.te enc public sources of funcs to conduet studies of 
rail service in the state. NARP can be contacted at 417 New Jersey Ave., 
S.E., Washington D.C. 20003 (phone 202-546-1550), 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK #*%¥ 

"I don't believe anybody can say, “We aro poing to end railroad passenger 
service.! I think that it's essential to some people and in sone places. 
as just another citizen tryin to decide what pecple really want, it's my 
feeling that if wo can immediately reverse the downward trend iu ridership 
-as we have done to some extent so far=mand if we can show improvements in 
a large part of the system before long, the public and the Congress vill 
support us." Roser Lewis, U.S. News & Worle Report, 2/28 


"I have been trying since amtrak's latest schedule revision last November 
to obtain a systemwide timetable of train operations. Few are available 
in stations, and the ones which are available contain dozens of CYrors..e 
A written request cirectly to Amtrak in dashington for an error-free, cor- 
rect timetable on which I can rely in travel planning has met with no re- 
sponse. As much maligned as the pre-Amtrak passenger carriers nay have 
been, they at least hed the competence to know when their trains ran." 

--lctter to wall Street Journal, 2/14 


méhen we finally arrived in San Diego, five hours late, it Was almost 
3 in the morning. The boy who had never before ridden on a train, now had, 
certainly, end we vented him to co sosething else he never had cone before. 
He never stood co,ntown and watched the sun come up." 
LETTERS -~Lew Scarr, San Diego Union, 1/30 





We are pleased that RIN (Feb. 7 issue) arrived here Saturday the 19th 
rather than the following Tuesday (no mail delivery on the Monday holiday). 
My wife theorized, "Perhaps he's had a relapse from his bout with the flu," 
I was besinning to classify your newsletter in the same category as SP 
trains..."running late." 

A. E. Hogben 
ies Angeles, Calif. 


(Score another hit for woman's intuition!) 


Hutchinson finally got new timetables in February. We had July 12 issues 
until the Jan. 16 schedule came out! Also Emporia and possibiy Newton had 
the same problem. I saw my first Nov. l4 schedule in Denver. 

i've been at the depot here during the holidays and have some idea of all 
the passengers Amtrak lost because they didn't have accommodations. ny 


didn't they run a second section? Also, why did they take the 4-4-2 sleeper 


off the SUPER CHIEF? The men at the station say the Amtrak computer is 
forled up--for instance, a group traveling from Chicago to Kansas City: the 
computer would show that space taken all the way out. Also, cancellations 
were a provlem. 

John Arbuckle 
Rutchinson, Kansas 


The new POTOMAC TURBO schedule isn't too much to be proud of. My Sept. 
19148 Official Guide shows a schedule for the steam-powered CINCINNATIAN on 
the same ronte that is 3 minutes faster than the new westbound TURBO. TC a 
steam-povered, heavyweight-car train could make this run in 7hrs 43mins in 


1948, surely the TURBO can improve on this. 


John A. Mills page h 
Little Rock, Ark. 


RAIL TRAVELER'S DIARY 


Welcome 


aboard the 





SUPER CHIEF 


Date: September 5, 1970 


I've had an affair the last sey- 
eral years, an affair that has been 
both rewarding and frustrating. The 
SUPER CHIEF has been my enamorata, 
and writing about the SUPER CHIEF is 
like writing intimate memoirs about 
your lover. You love her, you know 
her from top to toe, you know her 
special beauties, so well in fact 
that you see the little defects, 
too, and they bother, somehow more 
than if you didn't know her so in- 
timately. 

Scholars of the rails may argue 
and debate, but to this writer there 
is only one train in the country 
that lived up to its reputation and 
consistently excelled in every as- 
pect of its operation—-the SUPER 
CHIEF. 

Ny lover is changing now, in 1972, 
aging more rapidly than I would have 
Wished. It's almost as if her hair 
were greying at an unnatural rate, 
and bit by bit being rendered a lit- 
tle less attractive. The old magnet- 
ism still works, though, and for > 
while longer I'll still be able to 
rely on her. 

This trip on the SUPER started on 
a hot day in Chicago. We were re- 
turning to Los Angeles and as we 
enterea Dearborn Station a large, 
illuminated sign hailed us: "SUPER 
CHIEF passengers check in here.t 
We presented our tickets and turned 
to look over the crowd of people 
already waiting for boarding to 
begin. The amicable agent returned 
our ticket receipts to us and indi- 
cated that the train would be ready 
for boarding shortly. Thanks to this 
check-in counter, we wouldn't have to 
bother with our tickets again during 
the trip. 


with: Paul Rayton 


Wwe were due to leave Chicago at 
6:30pm, and at 6pm doors marked SUPER 
CHISF slid open and we sleeping car 
passengers began boarding. 

We headed for car 175, bedroom G, 
our home for the next 2222 miles. 

The Porter intercepted us outside the 
car and insisted on carrying our bags 
to our room; he wouldn't hear of us 
doing it ourselves. 

The extremely heavy load of sum 
mertime travelers had been apparent 
first by the large crowd in the sta- 
tion waiting room. The size of that 
crowd would have been impractical to 
carry except on one ungainly 30-car 
train. Therefore, we were now aboard 
a full-length train consisting of 7 
sleeping cars, plus a lounge and din- 
ing car. Another train, made up en- 
tirely of coaches (plus lounge and 
diner) was on a neighboring track-- 
the EL CAPITAN, destined also for 
Los Angeles, and due to follow about 
l0 minutes behind us all the way 
across the country. During "off 
season" operations, the two trains 
operated as one set of equipment only. 

Precisely at 6:30 we began to pull 
out of the station. Emotional, fren- 
zied waving of hands, and another 
trip had begun. 

The first thing I wanted to check 
was the msic—was it working? Clos- 
ing the bedroom door (a microswitch 
shuts off the speaker in your bed- 
room when you open the door, to avoid 
disturbing a carload of passengers), 
I punched the buttons, "classical 
music," "popular music," and "radio 
program." Bingo! All three coming 
in loud and clear, 

This was no time to fiddle around 
in the bedroom, though. We were leav- 
ing Chicago and there was sightseeing 
to do. 

It's funny how, in this train, 
though fairly crowded, real traffic 
jams never developed. Somehow the 
dining car served people with a min- 
imum of wait, and the dome seats 
were not monopolized for hours at a 
stretch. People sort of drifted, 
comfortably relaxed, from place to 
place, enjoying the tranquility of 
the ride, 
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More music piped into the dome. 

A peppy number beat in rhythm with 
the trees whipping by outside. As 
dusk settled deeper, we watched in 
a sort of reverie as the dark green 
leaves of the trees moved in fluid 
motions in air currents generated 
by the rush of the train. Soon it 
was time for dinner. . 

Riding on the SUPER CHIEF is sim 
ilar to living in a luxury hotel. It 
is a luxury hotel, in most ways. No- 
thing is overlooked, and meals, in 
particular, are a celebration, a 
culmination of culinary arts coupled 
with matchless execution. The SUPER 
was a past master at these necessi- 
ties. Meals were an integral part 
of the whole SUPER CHIEF experience, 
and to feast on one meal was to ex- 
perience the desire for many more. 

Our plan of action (in order not 
to gain more than 15 lbs during the 
trip—-especially in the face of all 
the temptation) was something like 
this: Eat dinner tonight. Tomorrow, 
sleep late and skip breakfast, eat 
lunch early, and then have the 
Champagne Dinner in the evening 
(after late afternoon hors d'oeuvres). 
Breakfast without fail just before 
detraining in Los Angeles. Every 
meal was to be savored, to be a mem 
orable experience of its own. Hence 
our effort not to go overboard. 

From the moment you entered the 
dining car you were aware that this 
was something special. Every table 
had a fresh, long stem yellow rose. 
Bach one bobbed slightly as the car 
responded to track irregularities, 
beckoning to us, "Come, sit at my 
table." 


ye were guided to a table for 
two by the Maitre d'. (Technically 
he is a Steward, but that label in 
a setting like this seems inappro- 
priate.) Here again the special 
customizing of the Santa Fe becomes 
apparent: the tables are larger 
along one side of the car, seating 
the usual four persons, but with 
more than average table space for 
each. (Table width 49ins, vs stan- 
dard 4lins.) Along the other side 
of the car smaller tables (30ins) 
for two. Again, above average ta- 
ble space--and a wider central aisle 
for the waiters. The best of all 
possible worlds. 


All tables were immaculately set 
with Irish linen and silverware, 
gleaming and singing--literally-—- 
with the motion of the train. 

As I wrote our dinner order, I 
couldn't resist a rather giddy feel- 
ing at the smoothness of the roadbed. 
We had been on the Penn Central the 
night before, and the comparison be- 
tween the two couldn't have been more 
dramatic. It was enough to make an 
Eastern traveler weep. 

Prices for the dinners were not 
exactly the most reasonable in the 
world, but considering what you get 
I feel they were equitable, especi- 
ally considering the level of ser- 
vice offered (six waiters for 36 
seats, not counting 10 seats in the 
Turquoise Room). 

If only they weren't so generous! 
I ordered a Charcoal Broiled Salmon 
Steak, Maitre d'Hotel. This ($4.85) 
included, in addition to a sizable 
entree serving, celery and olives; 





an appetizer (choose from 6, includ- 
ing shrimp cocktail); salad; two veg- 
etables (choose from 4); rolls; des- 
sert (choose from 7); and beverage. 
If you wanted extras or "seconds" you 
simply askec, and it was on the way. 
(You had to exercise caution in this 
respect, too... One breakfast time 

I was sort of cogitating aloud on 

the desirability of another muffin, 
when a waiter happened by and heard 
my mumbling. His instant response 
was, "You want some more muffins?" 
Before I could reply, he disappeared 
into the kitchen and momentarily 
appeared with another plate of mf- 
fins for me. I was thankful I had- 
n't spoken a word like "breakfast"! ) 





It is our aim to make the Super 
Chief a train you’ll always remember, 
providing the type of service you'll 


never forget. 


What can you say in the face of 
such excellence? The facet of the 
SUPER CHIEF that first impressed me 
—at our very first meeting—-was 
that the chef in the kitchen cooked 
the dinners precisely as requested. 
No "take it or leave it" entree 
here, very serving was given the 
individual attention that is only 
expended by a man who takes certain 
pride in his job and is sincerely 
devoted to doing his part in main- 
taining an outstanding entity. 

Attention had been paid to the 
proper preparation of the vegeta- 
bles, too. Even the stewed toma- 
toes had a flair of originality—- 
bread crumbs and Parmesan cheese 
lightly baked over the top. No 
hash—house this. 

After dinner we talked for a 
time with the Maitre d', who told 
us that the chef with this crew 
was one of the best. This chef, 
we were told, made the best Bear- 
naise Sauce in the system, with his 
own super special recipe. The chefs 
make all the various sauces for the 
many dishes on the SUPER CHIEF. 
It's another element of their pride. 








Nighttime is perhaps the best 
time on tne SUPER CHIEF. Up in the 
"Pleasure Dome" (their appellation) 
you sit in huge, overstuffed, swiv- 
eling easychairs—~the only movable 
dome seats in the country, and pos- 
itively the finest. The lights are 
ali extinguished, save tiny red 
lamps marking the aisle. Soft music 
fills the carpeted silence of the 
dome, conversations are low, the 
temptation is to hold hands with 
any loved one with you. 

Passing outside the windows, 
nearby lights illuminated yards of 
occasional farms. Other lights 
were merely illuminated telephone 
poles out in the middle of nowhere, 
lighting up a patch of ground. And 
many lights shone in the distance, 
like clusters of stars; but these 
"stars" I knew to be indications of 
nearby civilization. Their bluish 
glare was eerie across the plains. 
A glance upwards, thru the broad, 
flat—paned window above me, reveal- 
ed the summer sky in all its glory. 
No moon tonight, but stars—-real, 
this time—in profusion. 

I stood for a while in the ves- 
tibule, too, taking in the air and 
the smells of the Kansas flatlands 
—and I was thankful that we were 
somewhat isolated from the pungent 
farms... 

And nighttime is the most evoca- 
tive in your sleeping car bedroon, 
too. With all the lights out (or 
maybe with just one of the blue 
lights that magically appear when 
you flip the light switches the 
other direction), you lie there, 
sharing a view of towns, trees, 
farms and night that can only be 
described as special--an experi- 
ence sO poignant by nature that 
the motion of the train only adds 
to the ethereal sense of things. 
You glide quickly thru dozing lit- 
tle towns, pause occasionally in 
villages and cities—their names 
always to remain a mystery--and 
then move on, on to more sleepy 
towns. These are the towns that 
make up the whole interior of the 
country. This is America, the 
America nobody remembers. The Amer- 
ica of trees, and general stores, 
and dirt roads, and quilted farms. 
Tne forgotten America—the America 
which, as far as the chic snobs of 
the cities at either end are con- 
cernec, exists solely to keep NY 
and LA separated by 3000 empty miles. 
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Santa Fe 


Night riding is enough to rekindle 
the patriot in you. If only more 
people would ride trains and take 
the time (and the reflective 
thoughtpower) to look out thẹ window 
bsfore they retire for the night—- 
maybe the attainment of a united 
country might seem more within grasp. 
We were there, together, saying 
nothing, but thinking similar 


thoughts. 
% 


Late to bed—late to rise. The 
night before, at dinner, a slip of 
paper tucked into the menu had asked 
us when we wanted our ‘Wake-up Cup" 
of coffee brought to our door. My 
wife's coffee arrived on schedule at 
Jam. On a whim, I had requested tea, 
though the paper had only suggested 
coffee. Tea, too, was delivered. 

We lounged around our room for a 
spell. Pajama-clad, I lay in bed 
and, during a station stop, watched 





Or, 


the townspeople of Trinidad, Colo., 
scurry about their day. Many looked 
tense, drawn, nervous. What they 
needed was a trip on the SUPER CHIEF! 

Then it was time to get up, to 
watch the asgent of Raton Pass. 
Looking out the rearmost car, Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains loomed large and 
snow-crested, while immediately be- 
low I saw our track, twisting and 
writhing along the mountain grade 
toward the crest of the pass. 

Raton tunnel, and down the other 
side-—-and it was soon time for lunch. 
You'll recall our intention to eat 
a fairly light lunch, in order to 
have room for the huge dinner? We 
sat down in the dining car and peered 
at the menu. 

"That tureen of soup looks real 
good!" 

"Yes, and how about that coupe of 
fresh fruit, au Kirsch?" 

"And I would sure like to sample 





The tureen of soup 
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some of their preparation of the 
Salisbury Steaki" 

We could hardly stop ordering, 
but the lunch was, once again, tasty 
beyond our expectations and exceed- 
ingly well worth the extra calories. 

Our luncheon started out with the 
tureen of soup, an unforgettable 
event. A huge silver bowl of soup 
was set on the table, with a curving 
ladle for serving purposes. The wait~ 
er apportioned one serving each, then 
left us to enjoy our first course. 
The soup was green pea and customized 
with croutons and bits of ham. It 
was thick and creamy, and made even 
better by the special large soup bowL 


The balance of the luncheon was, 
as you would by now expect, prepared 
par excellence, and we went away 
much fuller than we had planned to 
be at that time of the day... 

Lunch time is one of my favorite 
dining car periods. The natural 
sunlight streams in the windows, 
making brilliant sparkles through 
water and wine. Yet the light is 
at a direct—enough angle that it 
offends few people by shining di- 
rectly in their eyes. Thus, the 
shades on the windows can be kept 
up and the viewing is optima. 

New México at lunchtime is simply 
scrumptious. During our luncheon, 
rolling brown hills with occasional 
cows were in evidence. And some 
vast plains. For a spell there were 
small gullies cut into jagged red 
rock by now-vanished rivulets. Now 
and then an Indian settlement. 

The Santa Fe traded heavily upon 
its southwestern=-Indian heritage in 
the operations of its passenger 
trains. Thus the colorful train 
names like the GRAND CANYON and the 
various CHIEFS, and on thru the gen- 
eral motif of the entire system. 

The little Indian boy, known as Chi- 
co, was a familiar figure on many 
Santa Fe articles, including cock- 
tail napkins. The unusual "Kachina 
Room" (in the EL CAPITAN) is another 
Indian tradition. Imaginative figu- 
rines of southwestern Indian cultures 
were thematic in many places in all 
these trains. 

This Indian salutation manifested 
its ultimate expression in the china- 












ware of the SUPER CHIEF. A massive 
set of pottery was stocked on this 
train, was stocked on this train, a 
differently configured and decorated 
dish for almost every course in the 
meal——and every one patterned after 
original pottery of the Mimbreno 
Indians, a culture existing in New 
Mexico about 900 A.D. They were the 
most—progressed of all the pre-Col- 
umbian Indian cultures, and these 
facsimiles used on the SUPER CHIEF 
are a beautiful and fitting tribute 
to the early inhabitants of the 
area. The pottery set is simply 
extraordinary. No other railroad in 
the country could show such an eth- 
nic tribute or awareness. 


ene Bee Eee Na 


Original Indian pottery: fish pattern 


Repairs to the electrical system 
on one sleeping car back in Kansas 
City had put us about 45 mins late. 
By Las Vegas (N. Mex.) we had to 
wait for the timetable to catch up 
to us. That was another thing about 
the Santa Fe: they had the capability 
of making up minutes when events con- 
spired against the actual timetable. 
And all the time utilizing a schedule 
that was not so ridiculously padded 
as many other lines of the era. We 
had gone 1204 miles so far—and were 
on schedule. 
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An almost-complete 
set of SUPIR CHIEF 
china. Near the 
upper left of the 
photo is a plate 
bearing the fish 
pattern shown on 
page 9. All the 
various designs 
are authentic 
Indian patterns. 


During the afternoon the SUPER 
CHIEF headed further south, toward 
Albuquerque. This part of the trip, 
crossing New Mexico, is always a 
high point of the journey. The natural 
colors of New Mexico are so pure, so 
saturated, that it is hard to believe 
they are natural. The sky was the 
purest blue, and the earth so brilli- 
antly red it looked undeniably painted. 

This is desert country, technically. 
Vegetation is mostly low in height and 
sparse, but it's certainly not the 
arid extreme of Death Valley. The 
funny thing about the desert lands here 
is that they are deceptively flat. 
Where it appears flat, there are 
actually big valleys and steep grades 
--and the train must cope with each 
and every one. So, here in the 
"flat" desert there are surprisingly 
long and sharp turns, and we spent a 
lot of time curving along trending 
southward. 

I spent mich time this afternoon 
watching patterns of light as the 
rays of the sun shifted from one 
side of the train to the other. As 
it streamed in our window, we were 
treated to a panoply of geometry as 
the sun iit the rug on our floor. 
Then, minutes later after another 
wide, circling turn, it could come 
in from the other side of the train, 
thru the hallway and our open bed- 
room door. And when we weren't 
watching this, there was plenty of 
action outside the windows—-in the 
mountains, the canyons, the trees, 
the clouds. 
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There was action in the lounge 


car, too. Here was one of the best- 
run lounges in the country, probably 
again the best. Ample current maga- 
zines were placed aboard, in special 
SUPER CHIEF leather binders. Current 
issues of Life, Newsweek, Holiday, 
and several others, not to mention 
the most recent issue of the Official 
Guide of the Railways. Also at several | 
stops en route, the latest newspapers 
were placed aboard, stamped "Compli- 
ments of the Santa Fe," and placed in 
the lounge area. 

A well-stocked writing desk was 
supplied with SUPER CHIEF stationery, 
and several promotional color post- 
cards of the train. In the lounge 
and in every sleeping car were also 
train timetables/route guides, with 
notes of sightseeing or historical 
interest about places along the way. 
The "timetable" also served to in- 
troduce to first-timers the services 
of the train. Another "welcome 
aboard" feature of this train. 

At Albuquercue, the train bro- 
chure suggested everybody get off 
and stretch their legs. An idea 
well taken. While standing outside 
we were treated to a first-hand view 
of the train, our SUPER CHIEF, tak- 
ing a bath. A washing device ran 
up and down the length of the train, 
cleaning the sides and the windows. 
Once again she stood glistening in 
the hot sunlight. We would have a 
new lease on life for the rest of 
the trip--and clean windows for the 
flaming sunsets of the desert. 

While standing there, once again 
the coach section of the train 


| 


| 


caught up with us, as it had several 
times earlier during other refueling 
stops. je almost were playing tag 
across the desert! 

5:lOpm. "All aboard," came the 
call, and each Porter down the 
length of the train repeated it. 
We boarded, ready to leave. It had 
been about 96° outside, and 10 min- 
utes was plenty! 





The next treat of the trip was 
in the lounge beneath the dome—- 
the hors dtoeuvres. Freshly made 
by the chef in the dining car, this 
specialité de de la maison was again 
one of the many ` ways in which the 
Santa Fe went out to please the peo- 
ple who rode this most effulgent of 
trains. A big plate was loaded with 
pate snacks, and sardines and ancho- 
vies on small bread squares. Nuts 
and cheese crackers were in separate 
side dishes. We had tall, cool 
vodka collins upon which to sip, and 
sat alternately in the lounge and 





the dome, watching the sun sink lower 


and lower in the sky-——painting the 
rocks of the desert with shifting 
tones and myriad imaginative shapes. 

Darkness began to overwhelm the 
light, and it was soon time for our 
dinner. Tonight's menu was com 
pletely different from that of the 
previous evening. The Tournedos of 
Prime Tenderloin of Beef, with the 
famous Sauce Bearnaise, sounded 
really mouth-watering, but tonight 
Peggy and I were going to celebrate. 

The Champagne Dinner sells for 
$7.90 per person. If you initially 
balk at the seeming high price, 
permit me to say that nowhere~—even 
on the ground—-will you get a feast 
like this, at this price. The price 
includes a "split" of champagne per 
person; with two eating you are en- 
titled to a half bottle. 


Each course is prepared with care, 


spiced with precision, cooked to 
individual order, and served on the 
beautiful pottery. And of course 
the champagne is brought to your 


table in a shining silver ice bucket. 


It is safe to say that this meal 
is the best gourmet experience of- 
fered on the rails today. The ser- 
vice here surpasses that of most 
bona fide restaurants, and the meal 
itself is enough to overwhelm even 
the most ravenous of appetites. 


Celery Hearts and Colossal Green Olives 
Shrimp Cockta:l 


Consomme, Hot or Jellied or Soup du Jour 


For the Steak Connoisseur 


16-ounce New York 


STRIP SIRLOIN STEAK 


Carefully aged for yor r drung pleasure 
Broiled over charcoal to vour liking with 
G hoice of gokien french frei Onion rings or 


Fresh mushroom caps 


Fresh Vegetables tn Season 


A Tossed, Crisp Green Salad with Cheese Cubes and Bacon Chips 


with choice of French, 1000 Islanc or Lorenzo Dressing 


Toasted Garlic or Cheese Rolls 


Choice of Pastries, Sundaes, Fruits in Season or Cheeses 


Coffee and After Dinner Mints 


lf Champagne Dinner is desired 


with entree ottier Cian teik, the Steward 


will ve Glad to mare -uggesuons 


f 


ne arrangements for youu 


During dinner I noticed that we 
were traveling at a high rate of 
speed, but not until I brought out 
my stopwatch and clocked us did I 
believe it: one mile in about 374 
seconds, or 95mph. This was no 
fluke, either, for it went on mile 
after mile in these now-flat desert 
lands. If I had a choice between 
this and some other train, even a 
Turbo or Metro, you'd find me here! 

That night, with the stars above 
working their magic thru the dome 
Windows, we got to talking with the 
bartender, a most agreeable fellow 
named louis. He convinced us that 
we deserved another bottle of cham 
pagne-—in our bedroom. So I left 
him our "address" and soon he showed 
up with bottle, ice bucket, glasses, 
even a box of cheese crackers. The 
rest of the evening was spent in a 
private celebration in bedroom G. 

In the morning I removed my 
freshly-shined shoes from the shoe 
storage box. Ready (almost) for 
los Angeles—-there was one more 
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Hasned Browned, Cottage Fried, French Fried or Au Gratin Potatoes 


important meal, breakfast, with the 
famous Santa Fe French Toast. Its 
fame is so widespread that the re- 
cipe appears periodically in print. 
All I can say is, without fail, try 
its 

Breakfast time saw us slipping 
thru the various slurbs that sur— 
round los Angeles. Not much more 
sightseeing (save for the Pasadena- 
Los Angeles stretch) now. Was it 
only yesterday that I saw all that 
clean air in New Mexico? 

We pulled into Los Angeles Union 
Station at 8:50am, 10 minutes early. 
We had carried a load of about 135 
people across the country, and for 
the two of us it was a trip to bring 
back happy memories in months and 
years to come, 


Were there elements of the SUPER 
CHIEF I didn't like? Yes, I'll have 
to admit to that. Even my lover is- 
n't perfect. The dining car—the 
lights were far too bright. Even the 
subdued lighting of the Turquoise 
Room (which was available free for 
private dining parties of six or 
more) was rather too high. Why did- 
n't Santa Fe ever get together with 
Seaboard Coast Line and offer candle 
light dinners? That would surely 
have been the touch to spark even 
more romances than already were 
started aboard the train. 

And, in spite of my ravings about 
the food, from a strictly epicurean 
standpoint, I'd have to say that the 
BROADWAY LIMITED offered better 
Roast Prime Rib of Beef; likewise 
better was the hot consommé of the 
BROADWAY, Bear in mind, though, 
that this was a competition among 
giants, a judgment made on almost 
niggling distinctions. In the long 
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run, both trains offered some of 
the best food in the country. 

And in Albuquerque: when the 
train was washed, the device that 
does the washing doesn't quite hit 
the dome windows. Since the dome 
is the prime area for scenery view- 
ing, why doesn't the man bring the 
machine back for a second pass, at 
a higher level, across the windows 
of the dome? His washer is adjust- 
able to accomplish this feat. 

Sometimes I've found certain erew 
members to be a little lackadaisical. 
It's very infrequent, but I have 
found some men to be rather careless, 
It reflects poorly on the whole, and 
it hurt deeply because I knew that 
they were unrepresentative of the 
majority of the crews. 


The music system is highly com 
mendable. No other railroad can 
hold a candle to the Santa Fe in this 
respect, either. All the fine equip- 
ment has been very well maintained 
for years. But--the system is really 
old; the machines that run the tapes 
occasionally develop a terrible waver, 
rendering the music unbearable. It 
is fortunate, then, that there are 
two channels, for the othe channel 
is usually functional. The music 
selections should have more verve. 

And finally, with a train of such 
distinction, why was no illuminated 
drumhead in service? It would seem 
a trifling expense for such a train 
as this. 

But these final comments and sug- 
gestions are mere trifles. The SUPER 
CHIEF is a living testament to the 
joys, the sublime raptures of well- 
run rail passenger traveling. The 
SUPER CHIEF. The train supreme. 

The train. 


©) 1972 Paul Rayton; all rights reserved. 


Super Chief 





by Rich Tower & Jim Russell 


SaaS RSE RES PES a 

The magic train, the SUPER CHIET, was born on Hay 12, 1936, off and run- 
ning with ciesel power but standard heavyveight equipment. The train ran 
once a week in those days, and the 39 3/h-hour schedule was 15 1/4 hours 
faster than the CHIEF, until then the fastest train on the Line. 

The SUPER CHIEF became America's first lightweight streamlined all—Pullman 
train when new equipment from Budd was put into service Lay 18, 1937. Lavishly 
decorated with rare woods and rich fabrics, they my have been the most 
luxurious streamlined cars ever built. 

Additional equipment from Pullman-Standard permittec twice~weekly running 
beginning February 22, 1938. Daily service began with postwar equipment on 
February 29, 1948. 

The train was completely re-equipped by Budd, American Car & Foundry, and 
Pullman=Standard in 1950 and 1951. The famous Pleasure Dome/Turquoise Room 
cars and the 36-seat diners now in use entered the consists at that time. 
Consolidation with the EL CAPITAN during the off-season began in 1958 and 
became general practice nearly year-round in 1970. In 1964 a dozen 24-duplex 
roomette cars were refurbished and rebuilt into ll-double bedroom cars 
exclusively for the SUPER CHIEF. The train has always been superbly staffed 
and maintained, and the dining car menu, featuring the $7.90 Champagne Din- 
ner, is no doubt the finest on rails in America today. 

When Amtrak took over responsibility for the train last kay l, the old 
train nuabers 17 & 18 were retained. \ith Amtrak's November l4 timetable 
publication, the new numbers 3 & 4 were adopted. In the first two precari- 
ous months of Amtrak operation, the train's income was about on a par (rela- 
tively speaking) with the SUNSST LILI TED, the least—money~losing "long hanl. 
train. while tne tri-weekly SUNSET took in 76% of its expenses, the SUPE 
CHIEF collected 75% (revenues were $2,395,000 against expenses of 03 181,000). 
The SUPER CHIEF hauled in more cash per trip than any other long-distance 
American train. Of course in absolute terms its losses were high---3786 ,000 
in May and June 1971--but not as high as some other long-distance trains like 
the mLPIRE BUILDER and the BROADWAY LIMITED. 

During the summer and other peak travel times the train habitually is 
sold out. Some observers of the train have wondered why Amtrak has not 
mounted an off-season promotional campaign for the route. They feel that 
such a move would pay off, especially since the train is one of the few— 
like the bi TROLINERS and TURBOS—about which Amtrak need make no apologies. 
Summer advertising seems nearly unneeded, since the train runs full without 
promotion. ‘hen you have an excellent product, people will discover it. In 
slow business periods, an extra bit of promotion may do the trick in keeping 
revenues up. 

For us, the SUPER CHIEF will remain a closely-watched train—not only for 
its financial performance, but for the sheer beauty of the vehicle. page 13 
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East Coast Report 


by Steve Farrar 

MAJOR SPRING schedule changes-= 
presumably mic--April—are under con= 
sideration for a number of routes. 

Good rumor has it that the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON/JAKES WHITCOMB RILEY will 
be rescheduled to run overnight Bos- 
ton to Washington, by day viashington= 
Cincinnati, and overnight Cincinnati- 
Chicago. Betvcen Boston & Charlottes- 
ville, VA, these trains apparently 
will run combined with Southern's 
PISIONT., Presently the PIED ONT 
operates no further north than ash- 
ington, and its revenues suffer 
accordingly. 

LATEST BROCHURE on the FLORIDA 
SPECIAL indicates it will be discon- 
tinued for the season on April 15. 
Rumor has it that the SILVER HSTHOR 
and the CHAMPION will be consoli- 
dated between New York & Jacksonville 
and that a new train will be added, 
leaving New York 6pm for Charleston 
and Jacksonville. 

OTHER TENTATIVE service chanres: 
Run the SUNSHT LIEITED earlier east- 
bewid to connect with the TSAS CHIEF. 


Run a daily Portland-Seattle-Vancouver 


train. Drop one Portland~Seattle 


train, but run a daily train over that 


route haviny the present schedule of 
the COAST STARLIGHT, while the STAR- 
LIGHT continues tri-weekly. Initiate 
a Pasco-FPortland train to connect 
with the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA. Close 
Central Station, Chicago on Larch 6, 
running Illinois Central trains via 
St. Charles Air Line, thence a back- 
ing move into Union Station. Amtrak 
announced the Chicago changes Febru- 
ary 23. They affect 6 trains: the 
GEORGE WASHINGION/JALES Wii TCOMB 
RIIGY, the PAN‘MA LTD., and the 
SHAWNES. ‘the 6 trains vill continue 
to stop at Homewood, where there is 
a Girect connection with IC's elec- 
tric comnuter train from the South 
Side to dovntowm. Thus as of Mar. 6 
all Amtrak trains will use Chicago's 
Union Station. 

WE RODE the POTOMAC TURBO Satur- 
day Feb. 26. Your reporter and 3 
fricnds took the WEST VIRGINIAN 
from Viashington to Oakland, HD, at 
the top of l7-mile grade, in order 
to return on the TURBO. The WEST 
VIRGINIAN had a C&O F unit, C&O 
diner-coach, and C&O coach. The 
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train was about full leaving Silver 
Spring, but thereafter the passenger 
load dropped at each stop. Only 7 
passengers besides us used the diner. 
here were 4 tables, but the atten- 
dant/cook did not come to take or- 
ders. Passengers would sit down and 
would eventually realize that they 
had to order at the bar because the 
attendant would just stand there. 
In spite of the unfriendly attitude 
of the attendant, our group manzged 
to have a 12-hour feast from Harpers 
Ferry to Cumberland. 

At Cumberland, the famous sta- 
tion-hotel was 1/3 demolished, altho 
the trains still use its platforn. 
The waiting room and ticket office 
is now locatea one block from tne 
train in the former B&O doctor's 
office~-which has .been renovated and 
labeled "AMTRACK (sic) PASSENGER 
STATION" with a B&O stencil. 

Despite its two speed-ups total- 
ling 35 minutes, the WEST VIRGINIAN 
had to wait for time at several 
stations. 

At Oakland, MD, we were surprised 
to meet Wendee Smith, an Amtrak Pas- 
senger Representative. She had rid- 
den from D.C. on the TURBO the night 
before. She made most of the station 
announcements on the return. 

The load on the TURBO was extreme- 
ly light, which is to be expected on 
a Saturday evening. The prior 3-day 
weekend the train had had a standee 
load east of Cumberland, and was 
full west of Cumberland. The crew 
said business is generally poor 
west of Cumberland. 

The tenderloin steak dinner, 
identical to that on Metroclub 
cars, had been sold out the night 
before. iJe settled for cold sand- 
Wiches, which were actually rood. 

The attendant—-friendly this time-- 
reported that most POTOMAC TURBO 
food comes from the PC ccmuissary, 
with the BO commissary being 
phased out. 

The TURBO touched 90mph between 
Brunswick and Silver Spring, ar- 
riving Washington on time. (See 
the last issue of RTN for the 
POTOMAC TURBO schedule.) 

LOSCELLANY: Southern Railway has 
offered Auto-Train the use of SR's 
Cincinnati-Palatka, Fla., route... 
Auto-Train has leased SR office car 
15 for use of its President Garfield. 
The car will be painted Auto-Train 
colors... To our Inowledge, Amtrak 
has painted a grand total of. one 


locomotive in 10 months, and that 


a 


as if they just came from la Grange 
Southern, tho, is re- «os JR. Getty, VP-Passenrer Traf- 
fic for SCL, was elected VP-Perseu- 
ger Traffic for LN also, effective 


one is black. 
placing the black paint on its E 
wits with its criginal green, pols 
and white color scheme. A spotless Jan. l, with offices in louisville 
l-unit green tean was on the reacy and Richmond... 

track at Washington feb. 27, looking 


Mixed Train of Thoughts: | 


SATURDAY BRGakFAST club on CITY OF SF-~an informal group of train lovers who 
ride Oakland-Sacramento just for the fun of eating in a good diner and site 
ting in a nice dome. Big downer of tne trip: the return via bus..... HARD 
TO know how many people are on a train, says Roger Lewis, because they keep 
getting on and off. Never looked at it that way before..... FREE NUTS now 
from Amtrak on many trains when you buy a drink--supplied by California Al- 
mond Growerse.... TO NEJSLOTTERS are now printed by Amtrak: a weekly one 
for employees, a monthly one for train distribution. (Naturally they read 
RIN to get copy for them)..... TWZLVS MON LO'ROLINIRS are on the way for 
the Northeast Corridor. They were originally built for the Philadelphia- 
Harrisburg run in 1967 but never used..... PUGET SOUND derailed northbound 
in Tukwila, Wash., Feb. 23, injuring 33 out of 49 persons, only one of whom 
needed hospitalization. Train was well wrecked, probably by tampered switch. 

HK 
THS GENERAL, famous Civil War steam engine, has reached its final resting 
home-~after years of legal wrangling and a secret shipment from Chattanooga, 
Tenn., as a "load of machinery" into Georgia. It was in Atlanta Feb. 18, 
and plans are to place it in a Civil War Museum in kennesaw, Geo...... 
SOUR GRAPES: very negative writeup by Jack Star in True Magazine, March, 
who rode the BROADIAY LIMITED. He concludes: 'I don't think I'll take the 
Amtrak train again. I'd rather live with my old memories of what traveling 
by train was like." Funny, he kept complaining about only old people on 
board, but he sounds dead from the neck up himself..... SAN FRANCISCO read- 
er tells us of his aunt and uncle on the DENVER ZEPHYR. Porter saw the 
uncle leaving Compartment F and warned "You're going to get me in trouble 
if you keep going in and out like that" and added he knew the man spent the 
night thers. Surprisec, the uncle produced his tickets, and the Porter, 
equally surprised, said his computerized diagram called only for a woman 
in that room. The aunt said she felt flattered and quite wicked; the uncle 
asked, "How do I write thet up on the NARP form?"..... AUTO-TRAIN wants to 
order new sleepers with bedrooms larger than normal..... SOUTHERN PACIFIC's 
Jan. Bulletin printed a bunch of alleged letters from passengers praising 
the road's Amtrak service. No names vere printed. Do they really exist? 

a a) 
SANTA FE plans to demolish San Diego station and replace it with twin office 
towers and facilities for Amtrak. Station has been declared an historical 
monument, which delays the process..... ALTRAK SEEXS intent on publishing 
collector's~item timetables. When the Jan. 16 one first came from the prin- 
ter, the page 31 ad had the words "in Chicago" omitted, thus seeming to an- 
nounce a single nationwide phone number for Amtrak. The error was hastily 
corrected (notice the different typeface and crowded page) and the oricinal 
copies distributed in Chicago only..... AS AMTRAK rebuilds cars, it will 
place them on one train at a time for maximum impact. First train, rumor 
goes, to be so re-equipped: the BROADJAY LTD. Now, fellow iiesterners, hold 
onto your hats--the second train: the COAST DAYIICY..... NOTICED A short- 
age of equipment lately? That's because 374 of Ambrak's cars are bad-order~ 
ed at present. In places there aren't enough to handle even the off-season 





_traffic. EMPIRE BUILDER, for instance, running sold out in February. Lite- 
wise the CITY OF SF could have sold more sleeping rooiis than were available. 





Photo credits: front cover, Message Fecia; accompanyins; Paul Rayton's arti- 
cle: Paul Rayton; page 13, Message Media (SUPER CHIEF/SL CAPITAN in New 
Mexico); rear cover, Paul Rayton. 
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East Coast Report 


by Steve Farrar 

MAJOR SPRING schedule chanres—— 
presumably mic-April—are under con= 
sideration for a number of routes. 

Good rumor has it that the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON/JAKES WHITCOMB RILEY will 
be rescheduled to run overnight Bos-= 
ton to tashington, by day viashington= 
Cincinnati, and overnight Cincinnati- 
Chicago. Betvicen Boston & Charlottes- 
ville, VA, these trains apparently 
will run combined with Southern'!s 
PISIONT., Presently the PIZD ONT 
operates no further north than ilash- 
ington, ang its revenues suffer 
accordingly. 

LATEST BROCHURE on the FLORIDA 
SPESIAL indicates it will be discon- 
tinued for the season on April 15. 
Rumor has it that the SILVER THOR 
and the CHAMPION will be consoli- 
dated between New York & Jacksonville 
and that a new train will be added, 
leaving New York 6pm for Charleston 
and Jacksonville. 

OTIER TENTATIVE service chanres: 
Run the SUNSAT LIEITED earlier east- 
bourse to cornect with the AS CLEE. 


Run a daily Portland-Seattle-Vancouver 


train. Drop one Portland—Seattle 


train, but run a daily train over that 


route haviny the present schedule of 
the COAST STARLIGHT, while the STAR- 
LIGHT continues tri-weekly. Initiste 
a Pasco-Portland train to connect 
with the NORTH COAST HIAWATHA. Close 
Central Station, Chicago on Larch 6, 
running Illinois Central trains via 
St. Charles Air Line, thence a back- 
ing move into Union Station. Amtrak 
announced the Chicago changes Febru- 
ary 23. They affect 6 trains: the 
GEORGE WASHLNGION/JALES WI TCONB 
RIIGY, the PANAMA LTD., and the 
SHAWNES. ‘the 6 trains vill continue 
to stop at Homewood, where there is 
a direct connection with IC's elec- 
tric comnauter train from the South 
Side to dovntorm. Thus as of Mar. 6 
all Amtrak trains will use Chicago's 
Union Station. 

WE RODE the POTOMAC TURBO Satur- 
day Feb. 26. Your reporter and 3 
friends took the WEST VIRGINIAN 
from Viashington to Oakland, HD, at 
the top of l7-mile grade, in order 
to return on the TURBO. The WEST 
VIRGINIAN had a C&O R unit, C&O 
diner-coach, and C&O coach. The 


page U, 


train was about full leaving Silver 
Spring, but thereafter the passenger 
load dropped at each stop. Only 7 
passengers besides us used the diner 
here were 4 tables, but the atten- 
dant/cook did not come to take or- 
ders. Passengers would sit down and 
would eventually realize that they 
had to order at the bar because the 
attendant would just stand there. 
In spite of the unfriendly attitude 
of the attendant, our group maneged 
to have a 13-hour feast from Harpers 
Ferry to Cumberland. 

At Cumberland, the famous sta- 
tion-hotel was 1/3 demolished, altho 
the trains still use its platforn. 
The waiting room and ticket office 
is now locatea one block fron tne 
train in the former B&O doctor's 
office~-which has .been renovated and 
labeled "AMTRACK (sic) PASSENGER 
STATION" with a B&O stencil. 

Despite its two specd-ups total- 
ling 35 minutes, the WEST VIRGINIAN 
had to wait for time at several 
stations. 

At Oakland, MD, we were surprised 
to meet Wendee Smith, an Amtrak Pas- 
senger Representative. She had rid- 
den from D.C. on the TURBO the night 
before. She made most of the station 
announcements on the return. 

The load on the TURBO was extreme- 
ly light, which is to be expected on 
a Saturday evening. The prior 3-day 
weekend the train had had a standee 
load east of Cumberland, and was 
full west of Cumberland. The crew 
said business is generally poor 
west of Cumberland. 

The tenderloin steak dinner, 
identical to that on Metroclub 
cars, had been sold out the night 
before. Je settled for cold sand- 
Wiches, which were actually rood. 

The attendant—-friendly this time-- 
reported that most POTCMAC TURBO 
food comes from the PC ccomuissary, 
with the B@O commissary being 
phased out. 

The TURBO touched 90mph between 
Brunswick and Silver Spring, ar- 
riving “‘iashington on time. (See 
the last issue of RTN for the 
POTOMAC TURBO schedule. ) 

MISCELLANY: Southern Railway has 
offered Auto-Train the use of SR's 
Cincinnati-Palatka, Fla., route... 
Auto-Train has leased SR office car 
15 for use of its President Garfield. 
The car will be painted Auto-Train 
colors... To our Imowledge, Amtrak 
has painted a grand total of. one 





locomotive in 10 months, and that as if they just came from La Grange 
one is black. Southern, tho, is re- wee J.R. Getty, VP-Passenrer Traf- 
placing the black paint on its BE fic for SCL, was elected VP-Pesseu- 
wits with its criginal greeny goli ger Traffic for LAN also, effective 
ana white color scheme. A spotless Jan. l, with offices in Louisville 
L-unit green tean was on the reacy and Richmond... 

track at Washington Feb. 27, looking 


Mixed Train of Thoughts 


SATURDAY BIZALFAST club on CITY OF SF—~an informal group of train lovers who 
ride Oakland-Sacramento just for the fun of eating in a good diner and site 
ting in a nice dome. Big dowmer of the trip: the return via bus..... HARD 
TO know how many people are on a train, says Roger Leviis, because they keep 
getting on and off. Never looked at it that way before..... FREE KUTS now 
fron Amtrak on many trains when you buy a drink--supplied by California Al- 
mond Growerse.... TO NS.SISTTERS are now printed by Amtrak: a weekly one 
for employees, a monthly one for train distribution. (Naturally they read 
RIN to get copy for them)..... TJELVS LORE LE TROLINERS are on the way for 
the Northeast Corridor. They were originally built for the Philadelphia- 
Harrisburg run in 1967 but never used..... PUGET SOUND derailed northbound 
in Tukwila, Wash., Feb. 23, injuring 33 out of 49 persons, only one of whom 
needed hospitalization. Train was well wrecked, probably by tampered switch. 

HK 
THE GENERAL, famous Civil War steam engine, has reached its final resting 
home-~after years of legal wrangling and a secret shipment fron Chattanooga, 
Tenn., as a "load of machinery" into Georgia. It was in Atlanta Feb. 18, 
and plans are to place it in a Civil War Museum in Kennesaw, Geo...... 
SOUR GRAPES: very negative writeup by Jack Star in True Magazine, March, 
who rode the BROADAY LIMITED. He concludes: 'I don't think 1'11 take the 
Amtrak train again. I'd rather live with my old memories of what traveling 
by train was like." Funny, he kept complaining about only old people on 
board, but he sounds dead from the neck up himself..... SAN FRANCISCO read- 
er tells us of his aunt and uncle on the DENVER ZEPHYR. Porter saw the 
uncle leaving Compartment F and warned "You're going to get me in trouble 
if you keep going in and out like that" and added he knew the man spent the 
night thers. Surpriseé, the uncle produced his tickets, and the Porter, 
equally surprised, said his computerized diagram called only for a woman 
in that room. The aunt said she felt flattered and quite wicked; the uncle 
asked, "How do I write thet up on the NARP form?"..... AUTO~TRAIN wants to 
order new sleepers with bedrooms larger than normal..... SOUTHERN PACIFIC!ts 
Jan. Bulletin printed a bunch of alleged letters from passengers praising 
the road's Amtrak service. No names vere printed. Do they really exist? 

+ KH 
SANTA FE plans to demolish San Diego station and replace it with twin office 
towers and facilities for Amtrak. Station has been declared an historical 
monument, which delays the process..... ALKTRAK SEEXS intent on publishing 
collector's~item timetables. When the Jan. 16 one first came from the prin- 
ter, the page 31 ad had the words "in Chicago" omitted, thus seeming to an- 
nounce a single nationwide phone number for Amtrak. The error was hastily 
corrected (notice the different typeface and crowded page) and the oricinal 
copies distributed in Chicago only..... AS AMTRAK rebuilds cars, it vill 
place them on one train at a time for maximum impact. Pirst train, rumor 
goes, to be so re-equipped: the BROADSAY LTD. Now, fellow iiesterners, hold 
onto your hats--the second train: the COAST DAYIICNY..... NOTICED A short- 
age of equipment lately? That's because 374 of Ambrak's cars are bad-order~ 
ed at present. In places there aren't enough to handle even the off-season 


_traffic. ENPIRE BUILDER, for instance, running sold out in February. Lire- 


wise the CITY OF SF could have sold more sleeping rooms than were available. 
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_ cle: Paul Rayton; page 13, Message kedia (SUPER CHIEF/EL CAPITAN in New 
| Mexico); rear cover, Paul Rayton. 


